
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 13 September 2017] 

 p3956c-3957a 
Mr David Michael; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

BALCATTA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — UPGRADE 

442. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Premier: 
I refer to this government’s extraordinary investment in school infrastructure, including $50 million for Balcatta 
Senior High School, which was neglected by the previous Liberal–National government. 
(1) What are this government’s plans to upgrade Balcatta Senior High School, and across Western Australia 

what other ageing schools are being upgraded? 
(2) How is this government relieving pressure on overcrowded schools in high-growth areas? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Balcatta for the question. He and I attended Balcatta Senior High School this 

morning to reinforce this announcement that emanates from the budget. The member for Balcatta has 
been a marvellous advocate for his community—a community he loves, a community he has grown up 
in, a community he represented on local council, and the community in which he won his electorate with 
a substantial swing. It is a fitting occasion, on the fiftieth anniversary of Balcatta Senior High School, to 
announce that we will be spending $50 million to rebuild that high school, an important inner-city school 
with a growing population. It is an ageing school and it has been begging for an upgrade for a long time.  

Talking about ageing and begging for an upgrade, we have one of the alumni of Balcatta Senior High 
School here with us today, Gary Adshead, in the gallery. He does need an upgrade, Mr Speaker! It has 
been a long time in which that school has been seeking a rebuild and under the Labor government that 
will happen and it will be completed over the next few years. 

As part of that, there is $465 million for the infrastructure of schools across Western Australia in the 
budget, including, in particular, upgrades and improvements to older schools in our state. We have the 
member for Maylands here today and she has been an advocate for John Forrest Secondary College, 
which will receive a $50 million upgrade as part of the budget. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Any Liberal electorates? 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Just wait, my friend! 

There is Mount Lawley Senior High School, which I attended this morning with the member for Mount Lawley, 
and the biggest spend on a high school in Western Australia is in the member for Nedlands’ electorate. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have done so much for the western suburbs that the Liberal Party could not do in office. 
Why did it discriminate so badly against the western suburbs? We are building 10 new primary schools to alleviate 
the pressure on overcrowded schools in Burns Beach, Southern River, Forrestdale and a range of other electorates, 
and performing arts centres across the city and the regions. We are upgrading nine regional schools, Bunbury 
Senior High School, South Bunbury Primary School and the like, and 10 primary schools across the regions. This 
is despite the straitened financial times in which we live. We have made provision for important infrastructure 
work on schools across Western Australia that will provide good opportunities and jobs for our citizens. 
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